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Japanese Keyword Search Problems
= Reviewing junk files and missing critical files!

1TB

Initial Data

Searched by Keywords Agreed upon in
FRCP 26(f) Conference

False Negative
10GB

Missed?

Reduced to 70GB, but… Noise!

Relevant
20GB

False Positive
50GB

3 steps by NON-Japanese specialized people

1. Translate initial English keywords into 
Japanese

2. Suggest industry, company, and/or case 
unique expressions

3. Normalize Japanese single/double byte 
variations (Hiragana, katakana, Kanji)

4. Apply search methods 
5. Review search hits – identify noise or 

unwanted hits in both English and Japanese
6. Refine keywords (date range and file type 

filters as needed) and re-perform Step 5
7. Finalize keywords sets to for initial review 

English Keywords

Translated 
Japanese
Keywords

Example:
•エアコンディショナー or
•ｴｱｺﾝﾃﾞｨｼｮﾅｰ
•エアコン or  ｴｱｺﾝ
•空調機 or くうちょう
•A/C or Ａ／Ｃ

Air Conditioner エアコン

職場エアコンの不具合 (Air condition at work)
エアコンの販売Spamメール (Air Condition Spam 
Mail) , Hitting at Metadata….
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1TB

Initial Data

English Keywords
Translated 

Japanese Keywords

Car
Dog
Air Conditioner
Computer
.
.
.
.
.

車
犬
エアコン
パソコン
.
.
.
.
.

Variations Generated by Systematized Linguistic Process

エアコン
空調装置
クーラー
インバータ・エアコン
エアコンディショナー
.
.
.
.

Synonyms, Jargon

False Negative
10GB

Relevant
20GB

False Negative
10GB

Relevant
20GB

Missed

Finding Missed Hits through Variations
(More Hits but Accurate Hits!)
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Example: Removing Noise by Boolean, Proximity
(Small Data Size to your Outside Counsel!)

1TB

Initial Data

Relevant
20GB

False Positive
50GB

Relevant
20GB

Noise = Overly broad, non-relevant documents

English Keywords
Translated 

Japanese Keywords

Car
Dog
Air Conditioner
Computer
.
.
.
.
.

車
犬
エアコン
パソコン
.
.
.
.
.

Filtering by Boolean, Proximity, etc.

“エアコン”
(Air Conditioner) “Patent 01234”
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Ji2 Japanese Data Management

1TB

Initial Data

Searched by Keywords Agreed upon in
FRCP 26(f) Conference

Successfully reduced to 30 GB

Relevant
30GB

Standard Japanese keyword consulting 7 Steps

1. Translate initial English keywords into 
Japanese

2. Suggest industry, company, and/or case 
unique expressions

3. Normalize Japanese single/double byte 
variations (Hiragana, katakana, Kanji)

4. Apply search methods such as Boolean, 
Proximity, Stemming, etc. based on  review 
platform capabilities

5. Review search hits – identify noise or 
unwanted hits in both English and Japanese

6. Refine keywords (date range and file type 
filters as needed) and re-perform Step 5

7. Finalize keywords sets to for initial review 
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